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Position Statement 
 
 
Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta (CEDP) and the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS) 

School and other educational settings play a vital role in the community. They are a mainstream service where 
students and families meet, form connections, share values and reach educational goals. The NDIS is designed 
to complement rather than substitute these services. 

CEDP schools aim to meet the individual learning needs of each student addressing the functional impact of the 
disability in the educational setting through the personalised planning process. The NDIS focuses on addressing 
the functional needs that result from their disability in the broader community. 

To ensure better outcomes for students with disability, a consistent and strong relationship between the family, 
school and NDIS service providers is necessary. 

 

 

Services funded through the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 
 
The NDIS Operational Guidelines state that: ​"NDIS-funded…therapy services should generally not be 
delivered at school… Nor should children or young people be taken out of school to receive these supports." 

External service providers currently or intending to deliver services to students do not have an automatic right 
of access to the school setting. 

CEDP’s preferred position is for External Funded Service Providers (EFSP) to collaborate and exchange 
information with schools after written consent has been given by parents/caregivers. For example a student’s 
psychologist with parent permission, may consult with the school to inform the adjustments and provide expert 
advice and support. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



National Disability Insurance Scheme 

 
About the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)  
 
The National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) ​is the independent Commonwealth agency responsible for             
implementing ​The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)​. The NDIS provides support to Australians             
with disability, their families and carers. 
  
The NDIS provides all Australians under the age of 65 with a permanent and significant disability with the                  
reasonable and necessary support they need to enjoy an ordinary life. 
  
The NDIS helps people with disabilities achieve their goals, including independence, community involvement,             
education, employment and health and wellbeing. 
 
As an insurance scheme, the NDIS takes a lifetime approach, investing in people with disability early to                 
improve their outcomes later in life. 
  
 
NDIS Eligibility 
  
To become an NDIS participant a person must: 
  
·​     ​Have a permanent disability that significantly affects their ability to participate in everyday  
      activities 
·​     ​Be aged less than 65 when they first enter the NDIS 
·​     ​Be an Australian citizen or hold a permanent visa or a Protected Special Category visa 
 
 
NDIS Participant Planning  
 
If eligible and you wish to apply to join the NDIS, the first step is to contact the NDIS and request and                      
complete an ​Access Request Form (ARF)​. Three participant booklets are available to support people with                
disability and participants throughout their NDIS journey. The booklets are a practical tool to help people with                 
disability, participants, their families, carers and the wider community to learn more about the NDIS, apply to                 
the scheme, prepare for a planning meeting and to implement their plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ndis.gov.au/how-apply-ndis/what-access-request-form#access-request-form


Links for teachers to available resources and information about post school options to assist 
their students’ transitions from school.  

Below is a list of links that you can access for more information as well as share with your students and their 
families.  

Booklet 1​ – Understanding the NDIS 
- Learning about the NDIS 
- How to complete an Access Request Form (ARF) 
- Supports and services funded by the NDIS 

Downloads: 

Booklet 1 – Understanding the NDIS (PDF 371KB) 

Booklet 1 – Understanding the NDIS Easy Read (PDF 1.2MB)  

 
Booklet 2​ ​– Planning 

- Understanding your current supports 
- Creating an NDIS plan to achieve your goals 
- Receiving an approved NDIS plan 

Downloads: 

Booklet 2 – Planning (PDF 467KB)  

Booklet 2 – How to make an NDIS plan Easy Read (PDF 3.3MB)  

 

Booklet 3​ ​– Using your NDIS Plan 
- Understanding what’s in your plan 
- Learning how to use your plan 
- Choosing and managing supports and services 
- Reviewing your plan and progress 

Downloads: 

Booklet 3 – Using your NDIS Plan (PDF 534KB) 

Booklet 3 – Using your NDIS Plan Easy Read (PDF 1.1MB) 

 

 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ndis.gov.au/media/80/download
https://www.ndis.gov.au/media/125/download
https://www.ndis.gov.au/media/333/download
https://www.ndis.gov.au/media/335/download
https://www.ndis.gov.au/media/336/download
https://www.ndis.gov.au/media/338/download


NDIS plans can include some or all of the following planning areas shown below. The specific details and                  
planning areas included in a participants plan will be dependent on the goals they set. Goals can be reviewed                   
and changed yearly or continue for a maximum of a three year period before requiring a review. 

 

Let’s Talk about Work booklet  

To help planners or LACs understand how to best support participants to achieve their goals.  

 

Local Area Coordination 

The key roles of Local Area Coordinators (LACs), and where to find your Local Area Coordination service. 

 

What do NDIS planners need to know​ about students to make reasonable and necessary 
decisions? 

Explains how planners use the NDIS Act to determine which type of supports will or will not be 
supported. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ndis.gov.au/participants/finding-keeping-and-changing-jobs/lets-talk-about-work
https://www.ndis.gov.au/understanding/what-ndis/whos-rolling-out-ndis/lac-partners-community
https://www.ndis.gov.au/understanding/supports-funded-ndis


Self Management 

Explains the responsibilities and processes involved in self-managing an 
NDIS budget. 

 

School Leaver Employment Supports (SLES) information: 

What is ​SLES​? 

Some basic information that explains what SLES is and the types of 
supports students can receive with SLES funding. 

 

SLES bookmark →  

A printable resource that explains SLES in plain English for participants 

 

Ten questions to ask when choosing a ​SLES Provider 

To assist with providing the right provider to help participants achieve their            
employment goals. 

 

Post School Pathway Options 

Below is an infographic that shows various pathway options for students leaving            
school, NDIS funded supports for Reasonable & Necessary (R&N) employment          
supports in Community Participation (CP), School Leaver Employment Supports         
(SLES) and Australian Disability Enterprise (ADE). 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ndis.gov.au/participants/using-your-plan/self-management
https://www.ndis.gov.au/participants/finding-keeping-and-changing-jobs/leaving-school
https://www.ndis.gov.au/participants/finding-keeping-and-changing-jobs/leaving-school


Other useful links to help families: 

National Disability Coordination Officer Program (NDCO)​ useful resources 

Further information about post school programs and supports outside of the NDIS. 

 

Pathway to Employment​ for secondary students with significant disability 

A flowchart of pathway options for secondary students, a Ticket to Work resource. 

 

How to access a​ Disability Employment Service (DES) 

How a DES (a mainstream service) can help, what types of services there are, and how to register. 

 

Who is an ​Eligible School Leaver (ESL)​? 

Guidelines for DES Eligible School Leavers program. 

 

Australian Disability Enterprise (ADE)​ (supported employment) 

Information about what ADEs are, their background, and their future. 

 

Pre-planning Toolkit ​for Higher Education or Vocational Education and Training 

NDCO have developed a collection of disability type specific NDIS pre-planning resources for people with               
disability entering Higher Education or Vocational Education and Training, designed to be used before starting               
a tertiary course at university or with a vocational education and training provider. These booklets will help                 
participants identify what supports they may need, who is responsible for providing them, and how to access                 
them. 

 

 
Contacting the NDIA  

 
If you would further information about the NDIS, please contact the NDIA on  

1800 800 110 
 

 

 

 

https://www.ndcosa.com.au/what-is-the-ndco-program.html
http://www.tickettowork.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/PathwaysA4.pdf
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/disability-support-pension/what-resources-are-available/disability-employment-services
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/11_2015/des-eligible-school-leavers-guidelines-v3-4.pdf
https://www.dss.gov.au/disability-and-carers-programmes-services-for-people-with-disability/about-australian-disability-enterprises
https://www.adcet.edu.au/students-with-disability/planning-for-post-secondary-education/ndis-and-further-education-resource/

