From the Principal
Coming back to school and getting stuck into regular learning
again has been a challenge for some of our students. I overheard
a student say the other day that they felt like they were “scraping
the bottom of the barrel”, and that got me thinking about the
meaning of this phrase. The student meant he was feeling
depleted and empty and lacking in energy. The actual phrase
comes from the 1700 and references the storing of oil. Oil used to
be stored in barrels, and oil consists of different fractions of
different weights. The lightest fractions of the oil rise to the top.
This oil is of the finest quality. As the oil is used, the quality of the
remaining oil depletes. The oil at the very bottom of the barrel, the
heaviest fraction known as asphaltum, is thick like tar and is very difficult to scrape out of the barrel. So,
scraping the bottom of the barrel is tiresome and heavy work, for not much of a reward. I am sure that we
have all felt that “scraping the bottom of the barrel” feeling at times, especially during lockdown!
Last Sunday’s gospel recounted the story of the Widow’s offering. The widow represented a group of
marginalised people of this time. A widow, especially a childless one, had no means of supporting herself and
relied on the charity of distant family to get by. This story is a fascinating one, because Jesus and His
disciples were watching people place their offerings into the receptacles in the temple. There were thirteen
receptacles in total, and the wealthy, dressed in their fine robes, were placing large offerings in plain sight of
others. Suddenly, a widow approached one of the receptacles and timidly dropped in two small coins, the
total amount adding up to roughly a penny, or one cent. Jesus saw this and immediately alerted the disciples
to see what she had done. He said to them that this widow had put far more into the receptacle than any
other contributor. Whereas they had contributed what they could easily afford, and still had plenty of surplus,
the widow gave all she had, with nothing left to spare. Basically, she was scraping the bottom of the barrel.
At times we feel like we are scraping the bottom of the barrel - not necessarily for wealth, but emotionally or
with patience. When we feel depleted we just have to remember that if we ask God for the grace and

strength to give from what little you have, He will bless you. Jesus was delighted with the widow’s offering, and
everytime we try to give that little bit more, it delights God. This is because your decision to give that little
more means that you are becoming more like God. He is building his own character in you!
We pray:
Lord, help me to give of myself as generously as you did. Amen

Uniforms
By now all students are expected to be wearing their full Summer uniform. You can access the uniform
requirements here. Obviously, due to the lateness of the year we would not expect parents to renew outgrown
school shoes, but other school uniform requirements need to be met. The School Locker has advised that
there is limited stock available, and we thank the generous families who have donated good quality second
hand uniforms for our 2022 Kindergarten students, and older students. The second hand uniform shop will
operate for the remainder of the year via an email system. Please email the school at
stfinbars@parra.catholic.edu.au if you wish to purchase a second hand item. Please include sizes in your
request. You will be notified if there is any stock available, and we will organise a contactless pick up for you.

Important Message from The Director Regarding Vaccinations for
Students
Please familiarise yourself with the letter from Executive Director Mr Greg Whitby, regarding vaccinations for
school children. This letter was also distributed via Skoolbag on Tuesday 9 November, 2021.

Covid Updates
We are ensuring that all Public Health orders are being followed at St. Finbar’s. Regular cleaning and
sanitising of learning areas is still happening, and students are encouraged to use soap and water or hand
sanitiser after each play or bathroom break. Please remember that if your child is presenting with any covid
symptoms (runny nose, cough, temperature, shortness of breath etc), they must be tested and isolate until a
negative result comes back. We must see the negative result before the child can return to school. If you do
not wish your child to have a covid test, a medical certificate will be necessary, and students must isolate for
fourteen days, and be three days symptom free before returning to school. The medical certificate will need
to be forwarded to stfinbars@parra.catholic.edu.au prior to your child's return.
If any member of your family receives a positive result to a covid test, we need to be notified immediately so
our Covid Response Plan can be implemented.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Lunch Boxes
I have been noticing as the children are eating their lunches that, more
often than not, they are eating all of their food at Break One eating time.
This leaves them nothing to refuel after Break Two playtime. We encourage
our students to eat their main meal at Break One, and as children were able
to graze often during the lockdown period, it might be timely to increase the
amount of food that children are bringing each day. This seems to be
predominantly our older students. We are currently going through our
supply of emergency food at a faster rate than normal, as children are
feeling hungry at Break Two eating time.

We welcome four new families to our St. Finbar’s community this term. Sophia (Year Three) and Bella ,
Cassidy, Tully and Ella (Year One). We hope you feel welcomed and that your time with us at St. Finbar’s will
be full of learning, friendships and laughter!

May Christ’s peace be with you,
Mrs Robyn Clarke
Principal

From the Assistant Principal
In Week 7 of Term 4, students in Year 5 will begin the process to
select the new Leadership Cabinet for 2022.
The student leadership group at St Finbar’s is expected to set the
highest example in dress, attendance, conduct and involvement
in school affairs. Their duties include assistance at school
functions, of all kinds, and assisting with the conduct of
assemblies. They are also assigned responsibilities connected to
their particular portfolio.
The Leadership Portfolios in 2022 are:
•
1 Mission Leader
•
1 Academic Leader
•
1 PBS4L Leader
•
1 Environment Leader
Candidates are also expected to have an exemplary record of behaviour over the previous 12 months
and to be making satisfactory academic progress.
To provide all students with the opportunity to experience special roles of responsibility, all students in
the Senior Class can nominate for one or more of the following special areas of responsibility.
•
•
•
•

Sport and Carnival Committee
Environment and Stewardship Committee
Assemblies, Special Events and Public Relations Committee
Mission and Social Justice Committee.

Leaders and Committee Members will be appointed by the Principal. Please note that leaders will be
appointed based on their qualities of leadership and exemplary standards of being safe, respectful
learners. The Cabinet may therefore not necessarily be gender balanced.
Voting Process
Each student in Years 4 – 6 will complete an online voting form. Once the voting process has been
completed, these votes will be tabulated. Additional votes are given to each student for any school
awards they may have received. This will mean additional votes will be allocated to students for each

Being Respectful, Being Safe, Being a Learner or Living their Faith in Daily Life Award.
These results will then be provided to the School Leadership Team, who will meet to review the list of
nominees. The results are then furnished to the Principal, who in-turn appoints the portfolio leaders and
committee members.
The induction ceremony for the new School Cabinet will be held at the end of Term 4, in conjunction
with the celebration of the graduating class.
I know that you will join me in prayer, as the Senior Class of 2022 commences this important process.

Lord God,
You call us to life in all its fullness, following the path set out by Jesus your Son. As we reflect on his
leadership as Servant, we ask you to deepen our desire to imitate his example. May our exercise of the
gifts you have given us be a faithful reflection of his presence at work in our community. May the Holy
Spirit be upon us, as we reflect on the gifts of each another and seek your wisdom to guide our hand.
We ask this prayer, in the name of Jesus, Your Son.
Amen.
Let your light shine
Ben Ticehurst
Assistant Principal

From the RE Coordinator
This week in our classes, we have commemorated Remembrance
Day. We are constantly reminded of the sacrifices that so many
people made for our country, and are thankful for the people who
are currently serving to ensure that we can live the life of freedom
that we currently do. We can make the connection to the sacrifices
that Jesus made for us and the importance of his life for the life that
we live.

This Remembrance Day let us:
-

Remember and give thanks for those in our community who volunteer
to help those in need;
Pray for those who fight for peace in our world;
Pray for those who have loved ones in war, and those who have lost
loved ones;
Pray for those who have returned from service and need assistance or
help;
Give thanks for peace in our community and country, and pray that this
continues.


In the coming weeks, we will be beginning our St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal. Our Year 6 Faith In
Action Team (FIAT) will be providing more details to all students and creating an opportunity to help
the broader community.
Yours in Christ,
Michael Lo Cascio
Acting Religious Education Coordinator

2022 Year 6 Polo Shirt
Congratulations to Cooper Kay of Year 5, whose design was chosen by the Year 6 class of 2022.

Parish News
Click this link to read The Parish Barra
Saturday Night Vigil Mass
At present due to Covid, Parish Mass is live streamed.
Visit the Parish website to access all links.

2022 Return to School Dates
All staff will commence on Friday 28 January for a Staff Professional Learning Day.
From Monday 31 January, all students will commence their Mathematica Assessment Interviews
(MAIs) and Early Years Assessment (EYA) interviews. These will commence on Monday 31 January and
conclude for Kindergarten on Wednesday 2 February 2022.
The assessment interview dates and start dates, for your child’s 2022 class, is outlined below:
Years 3-6
●
●

Monday 31 January: MAIs 8:30 – 3:00
Tuesday 1 February; First Day of school for Year 3-6 children

Years 1-2
●
●
●

Monday 31 January: MAIs/EYA 8:30 – 3:00
Tuesday 1 February: MAIs/EYA 8:30 – 3:00
Wednesday 2 February: First Day of school for Year 1 - 2

Kindergarten
●
●
●
●

Monday 31 January: MAIs/EYA 8:30 – 3:00
Tuesday 1 February: MAIs/EYA 8:30 – 3:00
Wednesday 2 February: MAIs/EYA 8:30 – 3:00
Thursday 3 February: First Day of school for Kindergarten 9:30 start

Booking details for MAI / EYA interviews are as follows:

To make a booking:
·

click on this link: https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/e7rs4 or

·

go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and use the booking code e7rs4

Please read the attached letter for further information.

PBS4L Possum Token Tally

Scholastic Book Fair
St Finbar's is excited to host the 2021 Scholastic Book Fair. The Fair will take place from Monday 29th
November until Wednesday 1st December.
To ensure this event complies with Covid procedures, unfortunately parents will not be allowed onsite
to purchase books, as we have done in previous years.
However, there are still several options for purchasing. We will accept cash payments, so you can
send your child to school with money to buy books. We are also accepting online payments for all
books. We will send information home before the Fair opens with information on how this can be done.
At this stage, students are still not able to cross over classroom spaces, so purchasing will be done for
each stage on one day only.
Kindergarten/Stage One: Monday, 29th November
Stage Two: Tuesday, 30th November
Stage Three: Wednesday, 1st December
The Book Fair is a wonderful way to promote a love of reading for your child, and they also make a
great Christmas gift (please just let us know if you are purchasing as a surprise and we will organise a
way to get the books to you via contactless pick-up). The Book Fair also provides St Finbar's with credit
to buy book sets and library books for the students to use at school.
We are so grateful for your support.

