From the Principal
On the weekend we spent a lot of time putting up Christmas
decorations. It was so much fun to hang up the stockings near the
fireplace, to unpack the tree decorations and reminisce about the
origins of each ornament, and to hang the outside lights and
decorations. We planned out our Christmas menu and started
wrapping some of the gifts that we had already bought. My family
all gathered to participate and shared in the joy of getting ready
for Christmas. I’m sure your families did the same thing!
As we enter our second week of Advent, the Gospel reading was
all about being prepared and getting ready for the coming of the
Lord. The scripture begins with setting the context. It names Caesar, Pontius Pilate, King Herod, Philip and
Lysanias. All of these men were significantly important and successful men of the time - Kings, Politicians,
Governors, Priests. Yet the word of God was sent to John. John was a struggler… living in the wilderness,
dressed in a tunic made out of camel hair with a leather belt. He was nourished by eating locusts and wild
honey. He was living off the land, with no luxuries. John had a message for everyone at this time. His message
was for all who are struggling with something in their lives. Prepare.
Every obstacle in front of you - mountains, valleys and rough roads - will be removed, and you will find God.
Everyone goes through some tough times, and we may find ourselves struggling. Christmas isn’t always a
joyful time for all. Perhaps it’s a sad time for some who have lost loved ones. Maybe it’s a financial burden for
others who struggle to put food on the table each night. As part of our Catholic mission, we are drawn to help
others less fortunate than ourselves. Today, we dressed in Christmas clothes and donated items for the St.
Vincent De Paul Christmas appeal. Hopefully, our small actions can assist someone living in their personal
wilderness to have an enjoyable Christmas day. Whatever struggles that people are living with, it’s important
to remember that, for all their importance and success that some may have - the apparent easy life of some
- there is none greater in the Lord’s eyes than the person who hears the Word of God whilst struggling in the
wilderness.

Let us pray:
Jesus, let me hear your voice while I am in my own struggle and wilderness. Remove every obstacle on my
way to finding you.
Amen.

Staffing 2022
Last week we held interviews for the role of Permanent Religious Education Coordinator. As you know, this role
was previously filled by Mrs Natalie Platt. Due to family commitments, Natalie felt it was time to move on from
this role. We thank Natalie for all her years of commitment to the spiritual and religious educational formation
of our students and staff. I am pleased to announce that after deliberation and consultation with members of
our community, school and CEDP, we welcome Mr Michael LoCascio to the role of REC.
We are still in the process of finalising staffing for 2022. We actually had filled all positions on offer, but two
teachers have withdrawn, due to being offered permanent positions elsewhere. Unfortunately, I am not in a
position to inform the St Finbar’s community about all of our class teachers for 2022 until I can fill these
positions. A Skoolbag announcement will be sent as soon as the positions are filled.
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Promotions Day
Due to the ongoing covid restrictions our promotions sessions will look a little different this year. We
are still trying to maintain a separation of cohorts during the day, so instead of a promotions
afternoon as in previous years, we will be holding a promotions day this Friday 10th December.
Instead of joining their regular Stage group for the day, we will be asking students to start the day
with their 2022 cohort. Therefore, this year's Year Four group will become part of Stage Three for the

entire day, including play times. This year’s Year Two will become part of Stage Two for the day, and
Kindergarten will be joining Stage One. Year Six will be engaged in their Motiv8 Day to celebrate their
end of primary school journey. This is a great opportunity for your child to meet their 2022 teacher
and spend the entire day with their new Stage, in their new learning spaces . Children who are new
enrolments for 2022 have been invited to attend between 9:00am and 11:00am.

Kindergarten 2022 Orientation Sessions
This week, we welcomed our Kindergarten class of 2022 to school for an orientation session. Each
day five or six children arrived at 9:00am for a two hour “taste of Kindergarten” time. It was so lovely
for these children to be able to participate in this ‘rite of passage’ event. Whilst they were at school,
we were able to get to know the children a little better, and to make connections with families, new
and old to our school
community.

As our school year draws to a close, I am so thankful for the blessings of the year. This year, with all it’s
challenges, has enabled us to grow more resilient and to think creatively about solutions for unusual
problems. I am confident that your children continued to grow and learn throughout the year, and I know that
many positive relationships were forged between teachers and families, due to the exceptional challenges

that 2021 brought. I wish all of our students and families all the best for a wonderful Christmas and New Year. I
wish all of our staff a restful and peaceful holiday period, and I greatly look forward to seeing everyone back
at school in January, ready for a new year of learning.

May Christ’s peace be with you,
Mrs Robyn Clarke
Principal

From the Assistant Principal
A few weeks ago, we published the draft version of our
consequences flow chart. The purpose of this document is to
provide clarity, for all members of our community, on what
constitutes minor, major and critical behaviours. In addition, we
wanted to provide clarity around the process that is followed
when a behaviour is exhibited.
Thank you to the families that provided feedback, either via
email or by joining our zoom feedback session. We are now
entering the final part of the consultation process. Students are now having an opportunity to provide
feedback on the document. They are providing insights by stating what they like and what they wonder.
Some of the early feedback from the students has been.
I like:
● How it clearly says what the different levels are.
● I like the idea of natural consequences. So whatever someone has done they have to fix it by
actually fixing what they did. Like if someone damages something they have to fix it or if they are
not doing their work they will have to finish it in their own time.
● That the consequences are natural consequences. That means that a teacher can’t give a big
punishment for a behaviour when another teacher might only give a small one.
● That it feels like things are fair.
● The colours.
● How it is organised.
I wonder:

●

●
●

What happens if there is someone with ADHD in Kinder and someone with ADHD in Yr 6, do we
treat them both the same? Because the younger one might not understand that what they are
doing is wrong and the older one might.
What is a raspberry?
What is a natural consequence?

The feedback from students has been able to provide very insightful understandings and ideas. There
are still a few more classes to provide feedback.
Once the consultation period is completed, this week, we will be able to finalise the flow chart and
publish the final version at the start of 2022.
Finally, as we enter the school holiday period, I would like to remind families of how impressionable our
children are at this age and the impact viewing and internet access can have on their wellbeing and
development.
The amount of times I have recently heard children talking about movies and TV shows that they are
watching of an inappropriate nature is really concerning. Shows and movies that are legally restricted
to 15+. This includes games on PS4, PS5, Xbox and PC. Even if children are not watching these programs
or films, they are picking up on conversations or videos about them online or from hearing family
members and older siblings talking about it or watching something in full view of younger children.
This direct or indirect access brings about a sense of normalisation about issues or violence, language
and sexualisation. Exposure that they do not have the maturity or understanding to be able to
adequately handle. It can often result in children trying to act as though they are an adult or trying to
be older than they are by talking about this with their peers at school. Almost like it gives them a sense
of credibility that they can watch or play something that perhaps others can’t.
Experts at New York’s Child Mind Institute - a nonprofit dedicated to children’s mental health recommend children not watch series or movies rated above their age level until at least late
adolescence, regardless of whether parents are watching with them. The level of violence in some of
these programs is horrifying.
In addition to the exposure of violence, language or sexualisation, nearly half of children between the
ages of 9-16 experience regular exposure to sexual images online. It worries me deeply what our
children can be exposed to nowadays. Importantly, families need to not only understand that the
personal choices you might make to give your child access to M rated films, TV shows or games during
the upcoming holiday period or the extra freedoms around access to internet that might come with
new devices won't just impact your child, but most likely impact the other children they interact with.

As you enter the Christmas holiday period, please be mindful of what access you give your children.
Parental controls are essential to harm-minimisation strategies. The Office of the e-Safety
Commissioner cautions parents and caregivers: "You can teach your child strategies about how to deal
with offensive material, but be vigilant, especially if your child is prone to taking risks or is emotionally or
psychologically vulnerable".
Support for children and young people who have been exposed to inappropriate content is extremely
important to their ability to process their experience in healthy ways. What can you do if your child sees
content that's offensive?, the Office of the Children's e-Safety Commissioner (2016) advises:
●
●
●
●

Encourage your child to talk if they have seen something online that has upset them.
Let them know that if they report viewing inappropriate content accidently they won't be
punished or have their access to the internet taken away.
Educate them so that if they are sent something inappropriate online or view something by
mistake they know not to respond.
Always ensure your child is accessing the internet, gaming or viewing in public places within
your home. This will allow you to respond immediately and be proactive if what your child is
viewing seems to be leading down the wrong path.

I would like to wish everyone a safe, happy and holy Christmas. I pray for each and everyone one of you
that your holiday break is full of love, laughter and joy, as well as plenty of sunshine.
Let your light shine
Ben Ticehurst
Assistant Principal

From the RE Coordinator
As we prepare for the conclusion of our school year, we are also
preparing for a busy time over the coming weeks. Christmas is a
time for thanksgiving and a time to appreciate those in our lives.
Just as we celebrate the coming of Jesus, we also need to think
about the significance of faith in our lives. Advent is a time of
hope, a time that we can take a moment and be thankful for the
role that God plays in our lives.

This week's Gospel, John talks about the coming of Jesus, and how we must prepare. Giving is an
important part of the Gospel as John tells the people the different ways that they can prepare and
give for the coming of the Messiah.
I hope that we can all take time out of our busy schedules to stop, reflect and give thanks for this
time in our church.

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal
It is amazing to see the generosity and giving of our St Finbar’s community. To see everyone in
their Christmas colours and donations for our St Vincent de Paul Christmas appeal has been
nothing short of amazing. We are so lucky to be a part of such a thoughtful and giving
community, one which symbolises thanksgiving and hope for those in our broader communities. I
would also like to say a huge thank you to the Faith in Action Team (Leia, Isobel, Ruby, Amber,
Amelie and Mrs Brown) for the amazing work that they have done this year. Albeit difficulties with
restrictions and lockdowns, this team always put everyone else before themselves.

Sacramental Morning Tea
Over the past months, we have been lucky enough at St Finbar’s to have a group of students
complete their First Holy Communion and Confirmation. Last Wednesday, these children
celebrated these blessed Sacraments with a special morning tea. We were lucky enough to have
both Fr Joe and Deacon Andrew attend and share a prayer of thanksgiving.

I wish everyone a happy, restful and blessed Christmas and I am excited for the journey as a school
and faith community in 2022.
Yours in Christ,
Michael Lo Cascio
Religious Education Coordinator

A Christmas Greeting From Father Joe
Dear Friends,
Soon you will begin your well-deserved holidays from a very difficult and challenging school year. I am
sure that you have done your best to keep your children and students safe and entertained during the
lockdown.
Now, take a break and breathe in again whatever life affords. Enjoy the nature, the leisure and
friendship, and above all stay safe.
As we approach Christmas, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a wonderful Christmas with
abundant blessings. God gives us his best gift: His divine Son.
To those students who will leave our school community next year, may God always be on your side
wherever and whatever you endeavour to accomplish.
See you next year in 2022.
With every blessing,
Fr Joe

2022 School Calendar
Do you like to be organised like us?
The 2022 School Calendar has been uploaded to our school google calendar. You can access the
calendar via the link on Skoolbag or the direct link here.
Take a look at our school calendar on the Skoolbag app, it is in a new look format.

PBS4L Reward Day
At the time of publication, our students have achieved 9824 Possum Tokens. Only 176 tokens from our
10000 goal!
We have scheduled a reward day for Tuesday 4 December, in anticipation of achieving this goal.
Details about the special day were published on Skoolbag on Tuesday 30 November. Please ensure
you have read the details so your child wears and brings the appropriate clothing and items for the
day.

Compass Parent Portal
Access to your child’s Report at the end of Term will be via the Compass Parent Portal. It is a good time
to check that you can access your account via the portal.
The instruction booklet is linked if you have any problem navigating the app.
If you have forgotten the password, please try and reset it via the link prior to notifying us. Following
that, if you cannot log in, please send us an email (stfinbars@parra.catholic.edu.au) with COMPASS
PARENT PORTAL LOGIN in the subject line and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

2022 Parramatta Diocese Team Sport Trials
Expression of Interest registration window open
Dear Parents,
Parramatta Diocesan Primary students enrolled in Year 5 and 6 in 2022 are invited to participate in the
Parramatta Diocesan Team Sport Trials during Term One & Two in 2022. Students in Year 4 in 2022 MAY
nominate for the sports of Basketball, Hockey, Softball, Tennis & Touch Football only.
It is important to note that these trials are generally for those students that MUST demonstrate an ABOVE
AVERAGE ability, HIGH LEVEL OF SKILL DEVELOPMENT or in particular sports demonstrate REPRESENTATIVE
playing experience in their nominated sport. In most sports, students should have experience playing
regular competition outside of school.
For further information and to access the Expression of Interest registration, please click here.

Scholastic Book Fair
The Scholastic Book Fair was a huge success!
Thank you to all our families for adapting to not only
our cashless system but a relatively ‘Click n Collect’
type book fair. We were very happy that it all went
so smoothly.
There were lots of smiles from the children as they
received their new books and stationery items,
which is exactly what we like to see.
Thank you again for supporting this event.
Happy Reading!

Last Day for Term Four

Last Day for Students
Wednesday
15th
December

Parish News
Click this link to read The Parish Barra
Saturday Night Vigil Mass
Visit the Parish website to access all links.

Epiphany Pilgrimage Information

2022 Return to School Dates
All staff will commence on Friday 28 January for a Staff Professional Learning Day.
From Monday 31 January, all students will commence their Mathematica Assessment Interviews
(MAIs) and Early Years Assessment (EYA) interviews. These will commence on Monday 31 January and
conclude for Kindergarten on Wednesday 2 February 2022.
The assessment interview dates and start dates, for your child’s 2022 class, is outlined below:
Years 3-6
●
●

Monday 31 January: MAIs 8:30 – 3:00
Tuesday 1 February; First Day of school for Year 3-6 children

Years 1-2
●
●
●

Monday 31 January: MAIs/EYA 8:30 – 3:00
Tuesday 1 February: MAIs/EYA 8:30 – 3:00
Wednesday 2 February: First Day of school for Year 1 - 2 children

Kindergarten
●
●
●
●

Monday 31 January: MAIs/EYA 8:30 – 3:00
Tuesday 1 February: MAIs/EYA 8:30 – 3:00
Wednesday 2 February: MAIs/EYA 8:30 – 3:00
Thursday 3 February: First Day of school for Kindergarten 9:30 start

Booking details for MAI / EYA interviews are as follows:

To make a booking:
·

click on this link: https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/e7rs4 or

·

go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and use the booking code e7rs4

Please read the attached letter for further information.

